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Introduction
	 Proverbs 31, particularly verses 10-31, which describe the “wife of 
noble character (Eshet Hayil),” is often subject to misinterpretation when 
read through the lens of patriarchy. Traditionally, these verses have been 
used to outline an idealized role for women, focusing on domestic perfection 
and subservience in a manner that upholds patriarchal values.
	 Firstly, the text itself is a poem known as an “alphabetic acrostic,” 
where each verse begins with successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet, 
suggesting it was intended more as a literary device than a checklist for 
womanhood. This poetic form highlights the artistry and wisdom literature 
aspect of the text rather than a literal job description.
	 When read through a patriarchal lens, the focus tends to fall 
disproportionately on the woman’s roles as a homemaker, mother, and wife 
who tirelessly serves her family and husband. However, this interpretation 
misses several key elements that demonstrate her agency and leadership. For 
example, the woman described in Proverbs 31 is a savvy businesswoman who 
buys fields, plants vineyards, and trades in the markets. These aspects are 
often downplayed or ignored in traditional interpretations that emphasize 
her domestic virtues.
	 Moreover, the original context of the poem is crucial. It is presented 
as advice from a mother to her son, the king, on what qualities to value in a 
wife. The advice aims to highlight virtues like strength, dignity, wisdom, and 
fear of the Lord, which transcend gender and apply universally to all people 
striving to live virtuously.
	 Thus, when Proverbs 31 is interpreted without recognizing the 
cultural and literary context, and when read solely through the lens of 
patriarchal expectations, it can reinforce restrictive and traditional roles for 
women, rather than celebrating their full capabilities and contributions both 
within and beyond the home.
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10
Who can find a wife of noble character? She is 
worth far more than rubies.

	 The expression “wife of noble character” originates from the 
Hebrew term “Eshet Hayil,” which translates to “Woman of Valor.” This 
phrase celebrates a woman’s strength, wisdom, and capability, emphasizing 
her esteemed qualities and contributions, often highlighted in literary and 
spiritual texts.
	 Rubies, with their deep, captivating red hues, are treasures of the 
natural world, valued immensely, often even more than diamonds. These 
vibrant gems symbolize passion and power, resonating deeply with the 
feminine spirit. Their rarity and the intense color make them a prized 
possession, embodying both beauty and an enduring strength that parallels 
the qualities of a “Woman of Valor.”
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11
Her husband has full confidence in her and 
lacks nothing of value.

	 In the context of Proverbs 31, the relationship between the husband 
and wife is refreshingly progressive and respectful. Unlike the typical 
patriarchal expectations, where a woman’s choices are heavily influenced or 
controlled by her husband, the Proverbs 31 wife operates with a significant 
degree of autonomy. Her husband does not act as her overseer; instead, he 
trusts her judgment implicitly. This trust empowers her to make decisions 
independently, showcasing her capability and wisdom.
	 The passage points out a stark contrast to the patriarchal norms 
where a woman’s role and voice are often overshadowed by her husband’s 
authority. In such settings, women are expected to defer all decisions to their 
husbands, effectively leaving them without a real voice in pivotal matters.
	 However, in the dynamic described in Proverbs 31, the husband 
benefits immensely from this egalitarian approach. He “lacks nothing of 
value” precisely because his wife is wise and not restricted by overbearing 
oversight. Her independence contributes to their household’s prosperity and 
harmony, illustrating that true partnership lies in mutual respect and trust. 
This narrative champions the idea that a woman’s wisdom and actions are 
invaluable, not only to her personal growth but also to the success and well-
being of her family.
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12
She brings him good, not harm, all the days of 
her life.

	 Building on the earlier discussion, the Proverbs 31 woman embodies 
wisdom and discernment in her independent decision-making. She 
doesn’t need to rely on her husband for validation or guidance because she 
possesses an inherent understanding and capability that guide her actions. 
Her decisions, far from harming her husband, contribute positively to their 
shared life, enhancing their well-being and prosperity.
	 This dynamic enriches their relationship, as the Proverbs 31 husband 
can confidently entrust her with autonomy, knowing that her choices are 
made with foresight and intelligence. He is free from the burden of needing 
to oversee or control her actions, which allows for a relationship grounded 
in mutual respect rather than hierarchical oversight.
	 The text presents a profound example of how empowering women to 
lead and make decisions can foster a partnership where both parties thrive. 
It challenges traditional patriarchal structures by showing that a woman’s 
agency and wisdom are crucial to the success and harmony of the household. 
This portrayal advocates for a balance of power that benefits everyone 
involved, illustrating a model of partnership that is both supportive and 
empowering.
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13
She selects wool and flax and works with eager 
hands.

	 In the narrative of Proverbs 31, the use of flax highlights the 
woman’s industrious and skilled nature. Flax, a fibrous plant, is meticulously 
transformed into linen by her skilled hands. This material, known for its 
softness and breathability, is particularly cherished in hot climates, making 
it an ideal choice for her to craft clothing suited for warmer weather. Her 
choice of flax underscores her practical understanding of her environment 
and her ability to tailor her products to meet the needs of her community 
effectively.
	 In addition to flax, she also works with wool, a staple fiber for 
creating garments and household items designed for colder conditions, such 
as blankets and warm clothing. Her ability to skillfully manipulate both 
materials demonstrates her versatility and foresight in providing for various 
needs and seasons.
	 The phrase “she works with eager hands” encapsulates her committed 
approach to her craft. It’s not just about the act of making; it’s about her 
dedication and the energy she invests in her work, ensuring that every piece 
she creates is of the highest quality. This diligence is not merely a professional 
attribute but a profound expression of her care and responsibility towards 
her family and her community. Her work ethic and mastery of her craft are 
celebrated as central elements of her character, showcasing her as a figure of 
both capability and dependability.
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14
She is like the merchant ships, bringing her 
food from afar.

	 The image of the Proverbs 31 woman often conjures up the idea of 
a woman tirelessly confined to kitchen duties, but this interpretation stems 
largely from a deeply entrenched patriarchal viewpoint. In reality, Proverbs 
31 paints a picture of a woman whose approach to managing her household 
is both innovative and efficient. The text specifically mentions that “she 
brings her food from afar,” which, translated into contemporary terms, 
suggests that she smartly utilizes take-out services. This detail is significant 
as it highlights her savvy management skills and her understanding of the 
value of her time.
	 By opting to procure prepared food, she not only ensures variety and 
possibly higher nutritional meals for her family but also smartly delegates 
tasks to maximize her productivity. This action frees her to focus on other 
entrepreneurial or creative pursuits, underscoring her role as a manager who 
makes strategic decisions. This is a far cry from the traditional, restrictive 
view of a woman’s role being solely in the kitchen.
	 This approach demonstrates her practical wisdom in balancing her 
responsibilities and her resourcefulness in integrating available services 
to enhance her family’s quality of life. It also subtly challenges the notion 
that a virtuous woman must personally perform all domestic tasks, instead 
celebrating her ability to orchestrate household management in a way that is 
both modern and effective.



My Thoughts



15
She gets up while it is still night; she provides food 
for her family and portions for her female servants.

	 Continuing with the theme of the Proverbs 31 woman, it’s important 
to emphasize that while she rises early, often before sunrise, to organize what 
we recognize as breakfast, the text does not specify that she prepares these 
meals from scratch. Instead, her early hours are spent ensuring that everyone 
in her household, including her servants, is well-cared for and properly 
nourished. This reflects a management style that prioritizes efficiency and 
the well-being of her household staff, aligning with the principles we see in 
other scriptures, such as in Job 31.
	 Job discusses the ethical treatment of workers, highlighting that he 
listened to his servants’ grievances and recognized their shared humanity, 
underscoring that both master and servant are created by the same God. 
This echoes a fundamental respect for human dignity and fairness that the 
Proverbs 31 woman also embodies by ensuring her servants are not just fed, 
but cared for.
	 This narrative shifts the focus from the stereotypical image of a 
woman laboriously tied to kitchen duties, to a leader who makes strategic 
decisions for her household’s welfare. Her choice to bring in prepared food 
illustrates a practical delegation of tasks, which allows her to allocate her time 
to other productive activities, just as many working parents do today. This 
act is not just about convenience but about smart management, challenging 
the patriarchal assumption that domestic work, especially cooking, is the 
sole measure of a woman’s worth in the home.
	 In this light, the Proverbs 31 woman emerges not as a figure confined 
by traditional domestic roles but as an astute manager who integrates modern 
solutions to enhance her family’s quality of life, demonstrating a progressive 
and empowering approach to household management.
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She considers a field and buys it; out of her 
earnings she plants a vineyard.

	 Here, we observe her taking substantial financial actions 
independently. She purchases land—a significant investment—using her own 
earnings, a testament to her financial acumen and independence. Moreover, 
she decides to cultivate a vineyard on this land, thereby not just investing but 
also creating a business. This level of autonomy in her economic decisions is 
noteworthy, especially without needing her husband’s approval, illustrating 
her competence and leadership within the household.
	 This portrayal starkly contrasts with historical norms that often 
restricted women’s economic independence. For instance, Jewish women 
have historically had the right to own land. However, by around 1100 AD, 
societal shifts influenced by the Normans altered the status of women 
significantly in other parts of the world, particularly among the Anglo-
Saxons, where women began to be seen more as property than as property 
owners.
	 In the United States, it wasn’t until around 1900 that women legally 
retained the right to their wages and to hold property in their own names—a 
stark difference from the financial liberties enjoyed by the Proverbs 31 woman 
nearly 3000 years earlier. This delay in recognizing women’s economic rights 
highlights a significant disparity between ancient scriptural ideals and the 
historical realities of women’s rights.
	 The Proverbs 31 woman’s story serves as a powerful reminder 
of women’s potential for economic independence and decision-making 
authority. It challenges us to reflect on the progression and sometimes 
regression of women’s rights through history and emphasizes the value of 
restoring such dignities that have ancient roots.
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17
She sets about her work vigorously; her arms 
are strong for her tasks.

	 The Woman of Valor, as depicted in Proverbs 31, exemplifies 
resilience and enduring strength, qualities she has honed over many years of 
diligent work. Her robust physical and mental stamina are a testament to her 
persistent efforts and adept handling of her responsibilities. This portrayal 
is particularly striking given the common patriarchal view of women as the 
“weaker” sex—a notion that holds little relevance in a society that values 
intelligence and virtue over brute strength.
	 Proverbs 31 offers a refreshing perspective by celebrating this 
woman’s strength without comparing her to her husband or any other man. 
Her abilities and accomplishments stand on their own, not measured against 
a male benchmark but appreciated for their inherent value. This scripture thus 
shifts the focus from a competitive gender dynamic to an acknowledgment 
of individual merit.
	 Moreover, likening her to a ruby not only speaks to her rarity and 
value but also emphasizes her distinctiveness and the unique qualities she 
brings to her community and family. Rubies are strong, enduring, and highly 
prized, much like the Woman of Valor whose contributions and capabilities 
enrich those around her. This symbol underscores her worth well beyond the 
simplistic and limiting confines of patriarchal comparisons, presenting her 
as a cherished and respected figure in her own right.
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18
She sees that her trading is profitable, and her 
lamp does not go out at night.

	 In the United States, the dynamics of wage work often limit the 
earning potential of hourly workers through capped hours to avoid overtime, 
while salaried employees may find themselves working extra hours without 
additional compensation. Contrastingly, the Proverbs 31 woman embodies 
the principle that more work can lead to more earnings, a concept she 
leverages by maximizing her productivity within the hours available to her.
	 This narrative can be misinterpreted through a patriarchal lens 
as suggesting she works incessantly, around the clock. However, a more 
empowering read sees her as strategically moonlighting—optimizing her 
active hours while still maintaining a healthy balance for rest and personal 
life. She isn’t a workaholic; instead, she is astute in managing her time. Like 
her, many modern entrepreneurs and content creators, such as successful 
YouTubers, recognize that their output directly influences their income. They 
know that investing extra time in creating another video, for instance, can 
yield additional revenue, especially when working towards specific financial 
goals.
	 Similarly, the Proverbs 31 woman’s proficiency in her craft assures 
her that her labor is not in vain but will indeed yield profit. She chooses wisely 
how to allocate her waking hours, dedicating them to crafting clothing and 
managing her ventures. This strategic approach to time management reflects 
not only her business acumen but also her deep understanding of the value 
of her work and her commitment to her financial independence and success.
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In her hand she holds the distaff and grasps the 
spindle with her fingers.

	 The Proverbs 31 woman employs a thoughtful and economically 
savvy approach by purchasing raw materials like flax and wool to create her 
clothing. This method allows her to control her costs effectively. By opting 
to buy the unprocessed fibers instead of pre-spun thread or pre-made 
fabric, she cleverly avoids the additional expense associated with paying for 
another’s labor.
	 Using tools such as the distaff and spindle, she spins the thread and 
weaves the fabric herself. This hands-on process not only minimizes her out-
of-pocket expenses but also places her in complete control of the production. 
It ensures that every stage of her work—from the raw fiber to the finished 
garment—meets her high standards of quality.
	 This decision to handle the entire production chain is a testament 
to her mastery and dedication. It reflects a deep understanding of her craft 
and a commitment to excellence, ensuring that the clothes she produces are 
not only cost-effective but of superior quality. Such meticulous attention to 
detail in her work not only enhances the value of her products but also her 
reputation as a skilled and resourceful provider. This strategic approach not 
only boosts her household economy but also showcases her as a paragon of 
efficiency and quality in her community.
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20
She opens her arms to the poor and extends 
her hands to the needy.

	 The scriptures provide powerful insights into the values of compassion 
and generosity, particularly towards the less fortunate. In Ezekiel 16:49, the 
sin of Sodom is described not in terms of sexual immorality as commonly 
misconstrued, but rather in terms of arrogance, gluttony, and indifference 
to the poor and needy. This scripture emphasizes the moral failings of being 
self-centered and neglectful of those in need.
	 Proverbs 14:31 and Proverbs 22:9 further underscore these 
themes by linking kindness to the needy with honoring God. These verses 
suggest that true reverence for the Creator is demonstrated through acts of 
compassion and charity. Proverbs 14:31 warns that oppressing the poor is 
akin to showing contempt for God, while Proverbs 22:9 blesses the generous, 
highlighting that sharing resources with the poor is both a duty and a 
pathway to receiving blessings.
	 In this context, the Proverbs 31 Woman of Valor exemplifies 
these principles. Her actions and character reflect a deep understanding 
of her spiritual obligations. She is not just a figure of personal success and 
industriousness; she is also a beacon of godliness, embodying the scriptural 
mandates to support and uplift the needy. Her life is a testament to the 
belief that true valor and virtue are achieved not only through personal 
achievement but also through generosity and a commitment to social justice.
	 This depiction serves as a compelling reminder of the profound 
impact that one person’s kindness and generosity can have on a community. 
The Woman of Valor, therefore, is not only celebrated for her wisdom 
and work ethic but also for her profound understanding of the spiritual 
“assignment” to act justly and love mercy, making her a model of both faith 
and action.
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21
When it snows, she has no fear for her household; 
for all of them are clothed in scarlet.

	 Jerusalem, despite its generally mild climate, experiences snowfall 
occasionally, which brings us back to the Proverbs 31 woman’s choice of 
materials: wool and flax. She skillfully crafts clothing suitable for all seasons, 
demonstrating her foresight and adaptability. Additionally, her use of scarlet, 
a color historically associated with wealth and status, underscores not only 
her family’s social standing but also her acumen in selecting materials that 
reflect both quality and luxury.
	 The patriarchal perspective might diminish her efforts, suggesting 
that her making of clothes is merely a domestic hobby aimed at saving money. 
This view overlooks the entrepreneurial spirit she embodies. Far from a mere 
hobbyist, the Proverbs 31 woman is a savvy businesswoman. She does not 
simply sew out of necessity or frugality; she produces high-quality garments 
that are marketable and profitable. Her family proudly wearing the clothes 
is a testament to their quality, and it highlights a common practice among 
skilled artisans: using their abilities to benefit both their household and their 
business.
	 This narrative that she is crafting clothes just to be thrifty is further 
debunked by her choice to use expensive dyes like scarlet. Thrifty individuals 
typically opt for cost-saving measures, but she invests in premium inputs 
to produce garments that stand out in the marketplace. Her actions reflect 
a strategic approach to her craft—she recognizes the value of investing in 
quality to yield better returns, both in business and in the social capital of 
her family.
	 Thus, the Proverbs 31 woman is portrayed not just as a skilled 
worker, but as an astute businesswoman who expertly manages her resources 
to maximize her economic return, elevate her family’s status, and serve her 
community.
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She makes coverings for her bed; she is clothed 
in fine linen and purple.

	 The Proverbs 31 woman, often cited for her wisdom and industrious 
nature, not only creates clothing but also extends her talents to making 
her own bed linens. The fact that she chooses to work with purple, a color 
historically associated with royalty and wealth due to the rarity and expense 
of the dye, underscores her commitment to quality and luxury. This detail 
is significant because it demonstrates that she is not merely engaging in 
domestic crafts to pass the time. Rather, she is producing items that are both 
luxurious and highly marketable.
	 Her choice to use such high-quality materials for her household 
items serves a dual purpose. First, it reflects her ability to provide for her 
family in a manner that enhances their comfort and status. Second, it acts 
as a testament to the caliber of goods she is capable of producing, which 
likely mirrors the quality of the products she sells. This strategic decision 
not only elevates her family’s standard of living but also positions her 
business favorably in the market, appealing to customers seeking luxury and 
exclusivity.
	 This portrayal of the Proverbs 31 woman challenges the stereotypical 
image of a “traditional wife” whose crafting might be viewed as merely a 
quaint hobby. Instead, she is presented as a savvy entrepreneur whose 
domestic and business endeavors are intertwined, each enriching the other. 
Her involvement in textile production is not just about providing for her 
family economically; it’s about asserting her competence and independence, 
showcasing her as a model of feminine strength and business acumen. This 
approach highlights her understanding of the value of investing in quality, 
both for her family’s immediate benefit and for the long-term success of her 
entrepreneurial ventures.
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Her husband is respected at the city gate, where 
he takes his seat among the elders of the land.

	 The Proverbs 31 narrative reveals that both spouses are exemplars of 
leadership and wisdom, each thriving in their respective domains. The husband 
is portrayed as a respected figure within the community, known for his leadership 
and decision-making. This depiction is essential to understanding the dynamic 
within their partnership, which is based on mutual respect and trust rather than 
hierarchical dominance.
	 Often, interpretations of scriptural texts can be clouded by patriarchal 
biases, with assumptions about gender roles influencing the reading of passages 
concerning marriage and leadership. However, the text clearly shows that the 
Proverbs 31 husband, like his wife, is an individual of agency and respect. 
He engages with other city leaders, sharing responsibilities and counsel, an 
interaction that is entirely separate from his dynamics at home.
	 This relationship dynamic is echoed in Ephesians 5:21, which calls for 
mutual submission among spouses—“Submit to one another out of reverence for 
Christ.” This verse sets a precedent for relationships that are built on reciprocal 
respect and submission, not just one-sided obedience. If interpretations begin 
with the following verse, focusing solely on wives’ submission, they miss the 
foundational call for mutual respect and diminish the model of partnership that 
both passages advocate.
	 The Proverbs 31 husband exemplifies this balance by respecting and 
trusting his wife’s decisions at home, just as she respects his roles outside it. They 
operate not in a hierarchy but in a partnership where each person’s autonomy 
and judgment are valued. This mutual submission strengthens their relationship, 
allowing them to support one another’s endeavors without overstepping 
or undermining. Thus, the Proverbs 31 couple presents a model of marriage 
where both partners are empowered, trusted, and flourishing in their individual 
capacities while supporting each other’s roles and responsibilities.
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She makes linen garments and sells them, and 
supplies the merchants with sashes.

	 The Woman of Valor, as depicted in Proverbs 31, transcends the 
conventional archetype of a homemaker confined to domestic chores. 
Instead, she is portrayed as a sophisticated entrepreneur, working from 
home as a skilled clothier. Her products are not merely utilitarian; they 
are luxury items, designed for a clientele that appreciates and can afford 
opulence. The sashes she creates, considered symbols of “glory and beauty,” 
are prime examples of her work—decorative, exquisite, and reflective of 
wealth. These are not the makings of someone pinching pennies, but of a 
savvy businesswoman catering to an affluent market.
	 Her business acumen shines as she not only produces high-quality 
garments and linens but also operates on a scale that allows her to amass 
considerable wealth. When Proverbs 31 mentions that she clothes her 
family and makes her own sheets, it’s not in a small, hobby-like manner. 
She manufactures these items in large quantities, selling them at a profit 
that affords her independent financial status. This is a key distinction in 
her narrative: while those less fortunate might need to sell all they produce 
merely to survive, the Woman of Valor is in a position to use her finely made 
products for her own family’s use as well, underscoring her success and 
economic stability.
	 This interpretation of Proverbs 31 challenges the patriarchal reading 
that might confine her to a passive, purely domestic role. Instead, it celebrates 
her as an empowered, industrious woman whose professional endeavors not 
only bring prosperity but also enhance her autonomy and influence within 
the community. Her story is a testament to the potential of women to lead 
and prosper in business, challenging traditional views and inspiring a vision 
of equality and entrepreneurial spirit.
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She is clothed with strength and dignity; she 
can laugh at the days to come.

	 The Proverbs 31 woman is a paragon of resilience and determination, 
embodying the biblical principle that true wealth comes not solely from 
material possessions but from the abilities and virtues endowed by God. 
Her fortitude is such that even in the face of calamity, such as losing her 
home and resources to a fire, she possesses the inherent capacity to rebuild 
and restore. This resilience is anchored in her deep faith and understanding 
of the divine source of her capabilities, as reflected in Deuteronomy 8:18: 
“But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to 
produce wealth.”
	 Her strength and wisdom extend beyond personal success; they 
influence how she manages her household and interacts with those around 
her. She is known for treating her servants with fairness and kindness, 
earning respect not only for herself but also for her husband within their 
community. This respect is not merely for their status or wealth but for their 
integrity and benevolence.
	 In times of need, the confidence and respect she has cultivated 
ensure that she and her family would not be left wanting. The community’s 
regard for her, combined with her skills and leadership, would facilitate 
opportunities to regain stability and prosperity. Her story is a testament to 
the idea that a woman’s value and security lie not in the transient material 
but in her enduring qualities and her ability to impact those around her 
positively. This perspective redefines wealth, emphasizing that it is created 
through wisdom, ethical conduct, and the respect of one’s peers—qualities 
that the Woman of Valor exemplifies beautifully.
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26
She speaks with wisdom, and faithful 
instruction is on her tongue.

	 The narrative surrounding the Proverbs 31 woman distinctly 
challenges patriarchal norms by portraying her as a vocal and authoritative 
figure within her household and business. Unlike traditional expectations 
that often celebrate women for their silence and subservience, this scripture 
applauds her for her leadership and wisdom. She is not merely a background 
figure; she actively speaks out and gives instructions, highlighting her role as 
a decision-maker.
	 Her ability to command and guide others is a crucial aspect of her 
character, illustrating her competence and self-assurance. She is not praised 
for passivity or deference but for her proactive and knowledgeable leadership. 
This depiction is significant as it recognizes and values her intellectual and 
managerial capabilities, which contribute to her family’s and her enterprise’s 
success.
	 By presenting her as an informed leader who knows precisely what 
she is doing, the text subverts traditional gender roles. It advocates for a 
model where a woman’s voice and agency are not only acknowledged but also 
celebrated. This progressive portrayal encourages a reevaluation of gender 
dynamics, promoting a vision of marital and social relationships where 
women are respected as equals, capable of leading and excelling in their 
endeavors. The Proverbs 31 woman’s story, therefore, is not just a personal 
triumph but a broader call for societal change, challenging entrenched 
patriarchal views and inspiring a more inclusive understanding of leadership 
and value.
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She watches over the affairs of her household 
and does not eat the bread of idleness.

	 This verse from Proverbs 31 is often seen through a traditional lens 
that limits its interpretation to domestic duties. However, this interpretation 
misses the breadth of her responsibilities and achievements. The Proverbs 31 
woman is not just a homemaker; she is an entrepreneur who has successfully 
bought land and started a vineyard, demonstrating significant business 
acumen.
	 This dual role as a manager of both her household and her 
business reflects a reality that many, including single parents and modern 
professionals, especially during the pandemic, have navigated—balancing 
home management with professional responsibilities from a home office. The 
Proverbs 31 woman exemplifies this balance, showing that one’s household 
duties do not confine her but rather coexist with her entrepreneurial ventures.
	 Furthermore, the scripture underscores her autonomy in managing 
these affairs without needing to defer to her husband for decision-making. 
Her husband, occupied with his responsibilities in governance, trusts her 
completely with the management of their home and business. This dynamic 
highlights a partnership based on mutual respect and competence rather 
than traditional patriarchal authority.
	 In this light, the Proverbs 31 woman’s role is revolutionary as it 
challenges the conventional expectations of women’s roles within both 
the family and society. She is portrayed not only as capable but also as the 
primary decision-maker in her domain, seamlessly integrating her business 
acumen with her household management. This narrative invites a rethinking 
of marital roles and celebrates a woman’s ability to lead across different 
aspects of life, empowering her as a fully realized leader and provider.
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28
Her children arise and call her blessed; her 
husband also, and he praises her:

	 In Proverbs 31, the praise that the Woman of Valor receives from 
her family is deeply significant, standing in contrast to the often superficial 
or patronizing compliments women might receive under patriarchal 
interpretations. This scripture illustrates a profound respect and admiration 
from her children and husband, which transcends the mundane or clichéd 
accolades about domestic skills.
	 The text says, “Her children arise and call her blessed; her husband 
also, and he praises her,” which suggests a recognition of her comprehensive 
virtues and contributions, both within and beyond the household. This 
isn’t about trivializing her role to “good cook” or “efficient housekeeper” or 
even reducing her to a vaguely defined “better half.” Instead, her family’s 
praise is grounded in a deep appreciation for her as a complete person—her 
intelligence, her diligence, her compassion, and her leadership.
	 This type of acknowledgment is genuine and empowering. It’s an 
affirmation of her worth that values her total contribution to their lives and 
community, recognizing her as an individual of strength and capability. Such 
praise serves not only to honor her but also to set a standard of respect and 
gratitude within the family, highlighting the importance of acknowledging 
each person’s full range of attributes and efforts.
	 The narrative challenges us to see beyond traditional, often restrictive 
views of women’s roles, advocating instead for a holistic appreciation 
that truly honors their diverse talents and contributions. It is a call for a 
deeper, more meaningful engagement with the ways in which we recognize 
the women in our lives, moving towards a more equitable and respectful 
discourse that reflects their true value.
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“Many women do noble things, but you surpass 
them all.”

	 In Proverbs 31, the term “hayil,” translated as “valor,” is a critical 
descriptor of the woman’s character and capabilities. It’s used to signify 
her exceptional qualities, not just in the sense of moral virtue but in skill 
and competence. This term is used both at the beginning and when her 
family praises her, signaling that her valor is of a remarkably high standard, 
even among those who are considered valiant. She excels in her activities, 
displaying not only versatility but mastery.
	 Her husband’s praise is notably free from any comparisons to men, 
focusing solely on her achievements and strengths. He does not trivialize her 
contributions by limiting his praise to basic tasks; instead, he acknowledges 
the significant, skillful acts she performs—those that require intelligence, 
wisdom, and expertise. This recognition is important because it honors 
her not just as a wife or a mother, but as a competent and accomplished 
individual.
	 Moreover, his respect for her abilities is shown not only in his words 
but in his actions. He does not micromanage or interfere in her endeavors 
because he sees and respects her knowledge and judgment. This behavior 
is not only indicative of a healthy partnership but also sets a standard for 
mutual respect and trust in relationships. It highlights an essential dynamic 
where both partners acknowledge and appreciate each other’s skills and 
contributions without encroaching on each other’s autonomy.
	 This model of partnership, depicted in Proverbs 31, challenges 
conventional patriarchal dynamics, which often undervalue women’s work 
and abilities, and instead presents a relationship built on genuine respect and 
admiration. This is a call to recognize and celebrate the ‘Women of Valor’ in 
our lives for all their skilled and valorous deeds, appreciating them fully for 
the capable and multifaceted individuals they are.
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30
Charm is deceptive, and beauty is fleeting; but 
a woman who fears the Lord is to be praised.

	 This verse underscores the profound spiritual dimension of the Woman 
of Valor’s character. It places eternal values above the superficial, emphasizing 
that while physical allure may wane, a deep reverence for the divine endures and 
is ultimately more commendable.
	 Central to her virtues is her fear of the Lord, which in biblical terms 
signifies a deep respect, reverence, and love for God. This foundational aspect 
of her character influences not just her personal integrity but also how she 
conducts her business. Unlike the purely secular achievements that anyone, 
regardless of their faith, might attain—such as making high-quality clothes or 
running a vineyard—the Woman of Valor integrates her spirituality into her 
practices. This spiritual grounding ensures that her actions are not only effective 
but ethically sound.
	 The Proverbs 31 Woman stands out not only for her industriousness 
and skill but also for her ethical approach to business. She doesn’t exploit her 
employees, contrasting sharply with many contemporary practices where 
businesses often prioritize profit over people, sometimes resulting in poverty 
wages and child labor. Her approach is governed by her faith; she sees wealth 
not as a means to exert power over the less fortunate but as a resource to be 
stewarded with generosity. She allows “money to slip through her fingers to help 
the poor,” showcasing a commitment to social justice that goes beyond mere 
charity—it is an integral part of her life’s work.
	 This ethical dimension sets her apart in a world that often makes excuses 
to avoid supporting the vulnerable. Her actions demonstrate that the love of 
God working within us can inspire and enable us to operate both successfully 
and justly. The Proverbs 31 Woman, therefore, is not just a model of personal 
success but of moral leadership, reflecting how deeply held spiritual values can 
and should inform our interactions and responsibilities to others in a tangible, 
transformative way.
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Honor her for all that her hands have done, and 
let her works bring her praise at the city gate.

	 This verse vividly illustrates how the Proverbs 31 woman transcends 
the restrictive norms often imposed by patriarchal societies. Traditionally, such 
societies might seek to confine women’s roles to the domestic sphere, but this 
verse celebrates her public acclaim and community engagement, highlighting 
her presence and influence in the broader public and economic life of the city.
	 Praised at the city gates—a place historically significant as a center of 
commerce, judgment, and social exchange—she stands as a figure of public 
respect and importance. This not only equates her standing with that of her 
husband, who is also respected in the same public arenas, but also firmly 
establishes her as an integral part of the city’s social and economic fabric. 
Her activities go far beyond the scope of traditional domestic duties. She is 
an entrepreneur, a landowner, and a benefactor, actively engaging with and 
contributing to the community’s welfare.
	 Her business acumen in selling high-quality wares, her strategic 
investments in land, and her ethical employment practices demonstrate her 
significant role in the economic life of the city. Furthermore, her compassionate 
actions toward the poor highlight her moral and social impact. She does not 
merely reside in the community—she shapes it.
	 This portrayal of the Woman of Valor as a prominent and influential 
community figure challenges the view that a woman’s place is solely within 
the home. It presents a holistic vision of womanhood that includes active 
participation in and contribution to public life. Her recognition at the city gates 
symbolizes a public acknowledgment of her achievements and her vital role in 
the community, suggesting that her contributions are as essential and valued as 
those of any of her male counterparts. This narrative encourages a reevaluation 
of women’s roles, advocating for a society where women are acknowledged and 
celebrated for their diverse contributions both at home and in the public sphere.
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